ROUTE FROM PYRENEES.
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tated by the topographical requirements), crossed the Pyr-
enees at Bellegarde, and went by way of Elne, Perpignan,
Narbonne, Beziers, somewhat to the north of Montpellier,
Pont d'Ambroise, Mines. From here Hannibal steered di-
rect for llotiiieinaure, on the Elione. It was the end of Sep-
tember. He reached the vicinity of this river, which flowed

Tho Pyrunotift to tlio Po.

jh a mighty stream athwart his path, without opposition.
But, arrived at the Rhone, lie reached the influence of the
lloman colony of Massilia (Marseille), which stood not only
herself ready to oppose bin passage, but bad successfully used
her power with all the tribes on the left shore, to turn them
against the Carthaginians.

Massilia was the natural ally of Home, and Hannibal
showed a deal of political wisdom in making no effort to
pass her way, or even to conciliate her. Tho consul Publius
Scipio, who was to have command of the expedition against
Spain, having, after his enforced delay on the Po, made hasteinst
